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You can reach me by email: 
meritbadgesmrd@gmail.com

  Miss Perkins’ Merit Badge Class  
Citizenship 
in the Nation

Boy scouts                           
of AmericA-CIEC
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Please 
take out 

your 
workbook 
or piece of 

paper in 
order to 

take notes.
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Requirement #1  
What does citizenship in the nation mean?

What it takes to be a good citizen of this country?

What are  the rights, duties, and obligations of a 
responsible and active American citizen?
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Requirement #1  
What is a citizen?

A citizen is a person who legally belongs to a country 
and has the rights and protection of that country.
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Requirement #1  What makes an American citizen?

Parents are American and baby is born in America.
Parents are Italian visiting America and baby is born in America.
Parents are American visiting Africa and baby is born in Africa.
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Requirement #1  What it takes to be a good citizen of this 
country?

● Belief in majority rule and minority rights
● A need for compromise
● States and People have more authority than the Federal government.
● Vote in elections.
● Attend public hearings.
● Serve on juries.
● Pay Taxes
● Help defend your country
● Stand up for the rights of all people.
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Requirement #1  
Rights:

Free Speech
Fair Trial by Jury

Vote
Own a Gun

Assemble in Groups
Complain to President or Senator

What are  the rights, duties, and obligations of a 
responsible and active American citizen?

Duties:
Serve in Military

Vote
Serve on a Jury
Attend School

Obligations:
Pay Taxes

Obey the Law
Register for Selective Service

Participate in US Census
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Do the following:
 b. Tour your state capitol building or the U.S. Capitol. Tell your counselor what you 
learned about the capitol, its function, and its history. 

d. Choose a national monument that interests you. Using books, brochures, the Internet 
(with your parent’s permission), and other resources, find out more about the monument. 
Tell your counselor what you learned, and explain why the monument is important to this 
country’s citizens. 

Requirement #2  
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Do the following:
 b. Tour your state capitol building or the U.S. Capitol. Tell your counselor what you 
learned about the capitol, its function, and its history. 

           https://capitolmuseum.ca.gov/the-museum/virtual-tours

Requirement #2b  
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https://capitolmuseum.ca.gov/the-museum/virtual-tours
https://youtu.be/oW2fFqhhM74


Do the following:
 d. Choose a national monument that interests you. Using books, brochures, the Internet 
(with your parent’s permission), and other resources, find out more about the monument. 
Tell your counselor what you learned, and explain why the monument is important to this 
country’s citizens. 

Requirement #2d  
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https://youtu.be/gMYkqpl3Xm4


Watch the national evening news five days in a row OR read the front page of a 
major daily newspaper five days in a row. 

Discuss the national issues you learned about with your counselor. Choose one of 
the issues and explain how it affects you and your family.

Requirement #3  

Ideas or Examples:
● Oil prices dropped $3 a barrel
● Covid-19
● 2020 Election
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Discuss each of the following documents with your counselor. Tell how you 

feel life in the United States might be different without each one. 

Then choose one document and explain how it impacts you and your family. 

a. Declaration of Independence 

b. Preamble to the Constitution 

c. The Constitution 

d. Bill of Rights 

e. Amendments to the Constitution

Requirement #4  
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 The thirteen colonies in the America's had been at war with Britain for around a year 

when the Second Continental Congress decided it was time for the colonies to officially 

declare their independence. This meant that they were breaking away from British rule. 

They would no longer be a part of the British Empire and would fight for their freedom. 

On June 11, 1776 the Continental Congress appointed five leaders, called the Committee 

of Five, to write a document explaining why they were declaring their independence. The 

five members were Benjamin Franklin, John Adams, Robert Livingston, Roger Sherman, 

and Thomas Jefferson. The members decided that Thomas Jefferson should write the 

first draft. Thomas Jefferson wrote the first draft over the next few weeks and, after 

some changes made by the rest of the committee, they presented it to Congress on June 

28, 1776. It took awhile for everyone to agree to all the term and become unified. On 

July 4, 1776 the Congress officially signed the Declaration of Independence. This day is 

still celebrated in the United States as Independence Day.

Requirement #4  
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 Declaration of Independence

https://youtu.be/eIO-7dFz2JU?t=10


The Preamble is the table of contents for the 

Constitution. It outlines the most important 

aspects of the document and explains the reason 

for having a Constitution. 

Requirement #4  
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 Preamble to the Constitution

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DGtYrorYu9OE&psig=AOvVaw1DGc_gr_KEcg7-E0afTosL&ust=1586306198889000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCPif86eJ1egCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


The United States Constitution is our Nation’s supreme law. It creates political institutions, 

assigns or divides power in government, and provides certain rights and guarantees to our 

citizens. The Constitution is the single most important document in US politics. 

Requirement #4  
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 The Constitution

https://youtu.be/jsTB7gSfDPI?t=67
https://youtu.be/jsTB7gSfDPI?t=67


The Bill of Rights are the first 10 amendments to the 

United States Constitution. These are the basic 

rights of citizens of the United States. The idea 

behind the Bill of Rights was to insure certain 

freedoms and rights to the citizens of America. It put 

limits on what the government could do and control. 

These basic rights are vital for a truly FREE country. 

Requirement #4  
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 Bill of Rights



1. It provides freedom of religion, speech, press, and assembly, plus the right to petition the government on laws that are unfair.

2. Guarantees the right to keep and bear firearms and to form a militia.

3. It provides freedom from forced housing of soldiers in homes.

4. Provides freedom from warrantless search and seizure and promotes the general welfare.

5. It provides freedom from double jeopardy, self-incrimination, and  property seizures, and a guarantee of a fair trial by jury.

6. The right to a lawyer and a speedy trial.

7. Guarantees the right to a jury trial in civil cases and prevents courts from overturning a previous jury's findings of fact.

8. It provides freedom from excessive court bail, fines and "cruel and unusual punishments."

9. Provides that other rights may exist in addition to those defined in the Constitution.

10. Provides that those powers not defined in the Constitution may be defined by the states or the people.

Requirement #4  
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 Bill of Rights



An amendment is a change or addition to the Constitution. The first 10 amendments are called the Bill of Rights. The Bill 

of Rights was ratified in 1791, only a short time after the Constitution was first ratified. This is because some states only 

agreed to ratify the Constitution once they knew a Bill of Rights would soon be added. Over the years additional 

amendments have been added to the Constitution.

Today there are 27 total amendments. Below is a brief description of each.

●  1st through the Tenth - See the Bill of Rights.

● 11th (February 7, 1795) - This amendment set limits on when a state can be sued. In particular it gave immunity to 

states from lawsuits from out-of-state citizens and foreigners not living within the state borders.

● 12th (June 15, 1804) - Revised the presidential election procedures.

Requirement #4  
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 Amendments to the Constitution



●  13th (December 6, 1865) - This amendment abolished slavery and involuntary servitude.

● 14th (July 9, 1868) - Defined what it means to be a US citizen. It prohibits states from reducing the privileges of 

citizens and ensures each citizen the 'right to due process and the equal protection of the law'.

● 15th (February 3, 1870) - Gave all men the right to vote regardless of race or color or whether they had been slaves.

● 16th (February 3, 1913) - Gave the federal government the power to collect income tax.

● 17th (April 8, 1913) - Established that senators would be directly elected.

● 18th (January 16, 1919) - Prohibition of alcohol making alcoholic drinks illegal. (It would later be repealed by the 

Twenty-first Amendment)

● 19th (August 18, 1920) - The 19th amendment gave women the right to vote. It's also called women's suffrage.

● 20th (January 23, 1933) - Gave details on the terms of office for Congress and the President.

Requirement #4  
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 Amendments to the Constitution



● 21st (December 5, 1933) - This amendment repealed the Eighteenth Amendment.

● 22nd (February 27, 1951) - Limited the president to a maximum of two terms or 10 years.

● 23rd (March 29, 1961) - Provided that Washington, DC be allowed representatives in the Electoral College. This 

way the citizens of Washington DC would have a vote for the president even though they are not officially part of a 

state.

● 24th (January 23, 1964) - Said that people don't have to pay a tax, called a poll tax, in order to vote.

● 25th (February 10, 1967) - This amendment defined the presidential succession if something should happen to the 

president. The first in line is the Vice-President.

● 26th (July 1, 1971) - Set the national voting age at 18.

● 27th (May 5 or 7, 1992) - States that Congressional salary changes can not take effect until the beginning of the 

next session of Congress.

Requirement #4  

@M.Perkins 2020                                                         

 Amendments to the Constitution



List the six functions of government as noted in the preamble to the Constitution. 
Discuss with your counselor how these functions aǃect your family and local 
community.

Requirement #5  
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Six Functions of Government: 
1. To form a more perfect union 4. To provide for the common defense
2. To establish justice 5. To promote the general welfare
3. To insure domestic Tranquility 6. To secure the blessings of liberty



Requirement #5  
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Form a more perfect Union. . . ... States working together
Establish Justice... 
Ensure Domestic Tranquility... 
Provide for the Common Defense...
Promote the General Welfare... 
Secure the Blessings of Liberty to 
Ourselves and our Posterity... 

... Make and enforce laws

... Peace in our country

... Keep country safe from an attack
... Contribute and promote happiness
... Make sure we stay free and keep 
our rights today



With your counselor’s approval, choose a speech of national 
historical importance. 
Find out about the author, and tell your counselor about the 
person who gave the speech. 

Explain the importance of the speech at the time it was given, 
and tell how it applies to American citizens today. 

Choose a sentence or two from the speech that has significant 
meaning to you, and tell your counselor why.

Requirement #6  
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Public speaking has played an important role in our country’s story. Here is a 
quick look at some of the landmark speeches. Most speeches are revered on 
the basis of their social and political impact, and rhetorical artistry.

Requirement #6  
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In March 1775, Henry spoke to a 
Virginia convention considering a 
breakaway from British rule. 
Many were opting for a 
peaceful resolve but Henry 
urged the Colonies to move to 
war. You may view the entire 
speech by clicking this link: 
https://youtu.be/DbghWFMLyiA

In 1789, the First President 
addressed the First 
Congress after his 
inauguration, setting the 
precedent for all inaugural 
speeches to follow.

“The Gettysburg Address.” The best 
known of Lincoln’s speeches was one 
of his shortest. Lincoln was asked to 
make a few remarks in November 
1863 after featured speaker Edward 
Everett spoke for about two hours. 
Lincoln only spoke for 2 minutes.

King’s speech at the Lincoln 
Memorial in August 1963, in 
front of 250,000 people, is 
also one of the 
most-analyzed speeches in 
modern history. But King 
hadn’t included the sequence 
about the “Dream” in his 
prepared remarks. Singer 
Mahalia Jackson yelled for 
King to speak about “the 
Dream,” and King improvised 
based on remarks he had 
made in earlier speeches.

https://youtu.be/DbghWFMLyiA?t=4m31s
https://youtu.be/DbghWFMLyiA
https://youtu.be/uvVGYp_dNVQ?t=22s
https://youtu.be/BvA0J_2ZpIQ
https://youtu.be/vP4iY1TtS3s?t=1m54s


Public speaking has also transformed as we have evolved as a society. In the past, 
many famous speeches were political in nature but many well known orators are 
also celebrities, athletes, notable figures, etc...

Requirement #6  
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Lou Gherig

Kobe Bryant

Steve Jobs

Admiral McRaven

https://youtu.be/nNLKPaThYkE
https://youtu.be/k2Qpl1Q3OkA
https://youtu.be/yaQZFhrW0fU
https://youtu.be/UF8uR6Z6KLc


● Name the three branches of our 
federal government and explain to 
your counselor their functions. 

● Explain how citizens can be 
involved in each branch. 

● Explain the importance of our 
checks and balances system. 

● Describe how each branch “checks” 
and “balances” the others.

Requirement #7  
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The Executive Branch

Requirement #7  
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The Judicial Branch

The Legislative Branch

...applies the laws

...makes the laws

...interprets the law

Citizens have the right to vote on who takes up office in the Legislative Branch, and through 
the electoral college in the Executive Branch. However, citizens do not elect members of the 
Judicial Branch. The Judicial Branch is nominated by the Executive and approved by the 
Legislative Branch. Citizens can also suggest laws and bills that the Legislative Branch can 
vote to put into action, as well as petition the government to put a vote to the floor of Congress 
without any members approval. This is how citizens can participate in the government.



● Explain the importance of our 
checks and balances system. 

● Describe how each branch 
“checks” and “balances” the 
others.

Requirement #7  
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With checks and balances, one branch can check another to keep power 
balanced. For instance, a president can veto laws that Congress votes for, but if 
Congress can get two thirds of the states to vote yes for the bill, then that 
surpasses the veto. Also, if the Judicial Branch finds a law unconstitutional, 
then they can make the law null and void.

https://kids.britannica.com/students/article/checks-and-balances/630952
https://kids.britannica.com/students/article/checks-and-balances/630952


● Name your two senators and a 
member of Congress from your 
congressional district. 

● Write a letter about a national 
issue and send it to one of these 
elected oƗcials, sharing your 
view with him or her. 

● Show your letter to your 
counselor, along with any 
response you might receive.

Requirement #8  
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https://www.feinstein.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/e-mail-me
https://www.feinstein.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/e-mail-me
https://www.harris.senate.gov/contact
https://www.harris.senate.gov/contact
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/members/CA#representatives


Requirement #8  
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https://www.govtrack.us/congress/members/CA#representatives
https://www.feinstein.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/e-mail-me
https://www.feinstein.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/e-mail-me
https://www.harris.senate.gov/contact
https://www.harris.senate.gov/contact


Requirement #8  
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https://www.govtrack.us/congress/members/CA#representatives
https://www.feinstein.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/e-mail-me
https://www.feinstein.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/e-mail-me
https://www.harris.senate.gov/contact
https://www.harris.senate.gov/contact

